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Introduction

Preaching and spiritual mentorship has since
time immemorial been the primary call and
assignment of any religious authority. This
primary role in the religious auditorium has
made most religious authorities to forget
about the health needs of their worshippers.
Based on the level of influence these
Religious Authorities have over their
congregations, they were shortlisted
amongst  the  stakeholders of the
communities that needed capacity building.

The LCI Intervention Strategies

In capacitating religious authorities, the LCI
organized a training workshop with 48
religious authorities drawn from the five
implementing districts of the LCI.

Cross Section of Religious Authorities at
Training

It was during these workshops that most of
the religious authorities understood the
various roles and responsibilities which they
ought to play in the lives of their
congregations.

Uptake of Healthcare Advocacy
by Religious Authorities

Thanks to the LCI intervention strategies;
the religious authorities took commitments
to include Health Care programs in their
regular activities.

Rev. Nguh Nelson testifies; “At first, I never
knew that pastors had a role to play in the
physical health of the Christians this much. |
thought my duty was just on the spiritual
part of the Christian’s live; but now ['m
working on both the spiritual and the
physical
growth of my
Christians.”
With these
action plans in
place, it is
hoped that in
the near future,
services uptake
will increase in %
health facilities  Rev. Nguh Nelson - Ako CBC
and a complete Church Pastor

absence or drastic reduction of home
delivery. Below is a table showing Religious
Authorities commitment in sensitizations
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and mobilizations for health services uptake in the communities.

Table showing Religious Authorities Commitment in Health System
Strengthening through Health Talks

DISTRICT HEALTH NAME OF DECISION TAKEN
AREA CONGREGATION

Mbengwi Mbegheghang CBC Church Tudig ~ Twice a month. 1% and last
Sunday of each month
Benakuma Modelle PC Modelle Last Sundays of every
month shall be sensitization
in every congregation
It shall be enhanced through
exchange of pulpit

Ako Berabe PC Dumbo-Berabe To be rotating in the various
congregation congregations in the Parish
Buku CBC, Deeper Life, Health talk every month

PC, Catholic church  end, follow up be carried
out twice a month
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